Statistics Update

Economic Development Sub-Committee – 9th September 2009

National standardised unemployment rate for August 2009 – 12.4% (Live Register)
This compares with 10.2% in the first quarter of 2009, the last seasonally adjusted unemployment rate from the QNHS  
National Unemployment Headlines – Rate of increase slowing
The rate of increase of those signing the live register has slowed for the fourth consecutive month as 5,400 people signed on for jobseekers' benefits in August, bringing the seasonally adjusted number of claimants to 428,800.

The average net weekly increase in people joining the Live Register in August was 1,350, down from 2,100 in July and 3,000 during the previous month.

Over the last year (up to August 09) there has been a 78% increase in the number of people signing on or a rise of 192,700 people, down from 83% in July.

Irish Times, 2nd September 2009
% change in live register numbers per county – January 2008 – August 2009
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· It can be seen that the rate of increase of those on the live register is declining month on month on a county basis and subsequently on a national level.
· Last month was the first month since September 2008 when the change in numbers signing on was less than 1% in consecutive months. 
· The graph below shows Monaghan County compared only to the national trend in relation to increases in the live register month on month.
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· There is a suggestion that seasonal fluctuations in the economy affect the numbers signing on, and this can be seen clearly in the run up to Christmas last year. A similar downward trend can be observed this year.
· It can be seen that Monaghan has been more susceptible in recent times than was the case nationally. 
· This is likely to be a result of industries which are more prominent in Monaghan than others, laying people off in the run up to winter or immediately after, e.g. the building trade or seasonal workers in the food industry (producers and suppliers). 
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· It can be seen however that the numbers signing on to the live register are never the less increasing month on month, all be it at a lower rate. 

· The graph above shows that the total number on the live register in the county in August stood at 6,551, up 61 from the previous month. 

· The table below shows the figures that are displayed in the graph above. 
Live Register figures for local offices – August 2008 – August 2009

	Local Office of

Registration
	Aug 2008
	Sep 2008
	Oct 2008
	Nov 2008
	Dec 2008
	Jan 2009
	Feb 2009
	Mar 2009
	Apr 2009
	May 2009
	Jun 2009
	Jul 2009
	Aug 2009

	Monaghan County
	3,647
	3,597
	3,817
	4,007
	4,298
	5,011
	5,422
	5,541
	5,786
	5,896
	6,224
	6,490
	6,551

	Carrickmacross
	872
	515
	932
	586
	1,089
	652
	1,333
	1,432
	1,470
	1,515
	1,604
	1,678
	1,662

	Castleblayney
	939
	591
	955
	637
	1,065
	702
	1,286
	1,426
	1,507
	1,516
	1,561
	1,642
	1,682

	Clones
	473
	233
	415
	265
	440
	304
	587
	621
	682
	693
	756
	796
	791

	Monaghan 
	1,284
	718
	1,295
	769
	1,413
	942
	1,805
	1,943
	2,127
	2,172
	2,303
	2,374
	2,416


Headlines in recent months in relation employment and investment
· Monaghan General Hospital - All acute medical services transferred to Cavan General Hospital on July 22. A seven-day 12-hour Minor Injury Unit will replace the 24 hour Treatment Room at Monaghan Hospital opening from 9am until 9pm. Under the new arrangements Monaghan Hospital will provide Day Medical services, Day Surgery, Elective Endoscopy, Step Down Unit (13 beds), Rehabilitation Unit (13 beds), Outpatient Services, Laboratory & Radiology services, Diagnostic Urology and Dentistry, Ear Nose & Throat Services. The 13 Step down Beds and the 13 Rehabilitation Beds will allow patients to transfer from Cavan General Hospital to Monaghan Hospital for rehabilitation and step down care.
· Grove Turkeys lay off 40 staff – This comes on top of redundancies earlier in the year. This will leave core staffing levels in the region of 50. The company blamed poor trading conditions throughout the year due to market oversupply and the sustained devaluation of sterling against the euro.
· ALDI planning application rejected – An application for a 1,500sq m discount food store was turned down by the county council for a number of reasons: - excessive level of retailing in relation to the needs of the town; adverse impact on town centre trade; lack of car parking space.  
· New Builds down by 5% in first six months of 2009 compared to same period in 2008 – GeoDirectory (established by An Post and Ordnance Survey Ireland) identified 304 new commercial, residential and dual purpose buildings across Monaghan between January and June, down from 318 for the same period in 2008. On a national level there was a 49% drop in new Builds in the same period, with 13,546 new commercial, residential and dual purpose buildings across the country, down from 26,289 in 2008. 
· Cieran McConnon Car Sales – Re opened at a temporary location on the Shercock Road, Carrickmacross, retaining a number of employees and hoping to build on this in the near future. 
· Revenue Commissioners – Over 70 jobs to be created in Monaghan at the Mtek building due to relocation of commissioners from offices in Dundalk. 
· Fleming’s SuperValu – Prices for an average weekly trolley dropped by 23%, from €129.96 to €98.56. Owner Gordon Fleming stated a commitment to supporting local producers and suppliers by lowering prices of home grown products. 
· Monaghan County Council - Community Development Fund for 2009 is to benefit 63 applicants with a combined total of over €72,000. Funding to the value of €66,000 for a further ten projects will also be provided under the Conservation Grants Scheme for protected structures.
· Monaghan Fire Station Headquarters – Go ahead given for €3.765 million development, the highest in the country, after a three year wait. Work to begin early next year a site at the roundabout on the new bypass in Monaghan town.
· Semple & McKillop – Consultant Engineers – Castleblayney - Secured a contract for a £10m terminal revamp at Belfast International Airport. Semple and McKillop have been providing consultancy services to Belfast International Airport for a number of years with the total value of construction schemes exceeding £30m. 
· €270,000 Sports facility - Carrickmacross – Work has begun on the facility which will have a community full size soccer playing pitch and 400 metre, eight lane running track. 
· St Oliver Plunkett’s National School, Castleblayney receives funding of €450,000 - The Department of Education and Science funding will go towards the provision of a permanent Autism Spectrum Disorder Unit. 

