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Key Profile for County Monaghan 

This County Profile draws out the significant trends from a vast amount of available data. It is kept deliberately short, such as to draw attention to only the most important of observations. In some instances, the profile refers to a wider set of data spanning the four census waves from 1991 to 2006. For space reasons, this data could not be fully included in the GAMMA baseline reports, but is included in digital format on the disk accompanying the report.

Administrative Arrangements

There is a single Partnership company operating within County Monaghan, covering the whole county. The County Childcare Committee area also covers the entire county. 

· A point on naming conventions for the purpose of this profile: In urban areas, we will largely refer to individual Electoral Divisions (EDs). If we are referring to a set of EDs surrounding a single urban entity, we will indicate this by a suffix ‘UD’ (Urban District). In rural areas, referring to individual EDs is not as useful, due to the large number of rural EDs and the relatively small number of people living in each. For this reason we utilise the aggregation to larger rural areas or ‘Rural Districts’ as these used to be called. If a reference is made to the rural area, we will denote the area name with the suffix ‘RD’.

Absolute and Relative Deprivation

· Overall, the Border Region is the most disadvantaged region of Ireland, and Monaghan is in the middle field of local authority areas within the region. However, the degree of relative disadvantage of Monaghan has slightly increased over the past fifteen years from a score of –2.1 in 1991 to –3.0  in 2006. 

· As is the case in any county, there exist a degree of variation with County Monaghan, but overall the county is not characterised by particular extremes either with regard to affluence or deprivation. The most affluent areas are the rural areas surrounding Monaghan town and Carrickmackross, whilst the Northern and Western parts of the county tend to be slightly more disadvantaged.

· At a local level, the most disadvantaged EDs are Castleblaney UD (-16.1), Clones Urban (-16.0), Mullyash (-13.2), and Derrygorry (-12.3), but non of these fall into the very disadvantaged spectrum.

Population

· Ireland has experienced a population growth of 20.3% over the past fifteen years. This has not been matched by the Border region (16.2%) and even less so by Monaghan (9.2%), which had the least population growth within the region. Population growth was marginally greater in Monaghan RD (11.3%) and Carrickmacross RD (10.9%), whilst the remainder of the county experienced population growth well below the county average.

Demographic Characteristics

· There has been a continuous decline in the age dependency rate (the proportion of population under 15 years of age or over 64 as part of the total population) throughout Ireland over the past 15 years, from 38.1% in 1991 to 31.4% in 2006. An even greater decline applies to County Monaghan (41.6% to 33.2%), albeit starting from a higher level. Within Monaghan, there exist the typical urban-rural differential, with age dependency being lower in the county’s urban areas (31.3%) and higher in its rural areas. Dependency rates in individual EDs reach into the mid forties, including Drummully (43.5%), Crossalare (42.0%) and Killynenagh (41.8%), compared to Carrickmacross Rural (29.3%).

· The proportion of lone parents (as a proportion of all households with dependent children) in Ireland has exactly doubled over the past 15 years, growing from 10.7% in 1991 to 21.3% nationally in 2006. There are marked differences between urban and rural areas, and lone parent rates in the major cities are again up to twice the national average (e.g. Limerick City 39.1%). County Monaghan had a rate of 16.5% in 2006; i.e. well below the national average. Reflecting the urban-rural dichotomy, the four urban areas of Carrickmacross (24.5%), Castleblaney (26.7%), Clones (20.3%) and Monaghan Urban (26.2%) all have rates considerably higher than the remainder of the county. 

Education

· There has been a continuous improvement in the level of education amongst adults over the past 15 years throughout Ireland. In 1991, 36.7% of the adult population had primary education only. This dropped to half that level (18.9%) in 2006, thus indicating a strong cohort effect. Rates in County Monaghan have fallen from 46.0% in 1991 to 25.1% in 2006. They have thus fallen by an impressive rate (-20.9% compared to -17.8% nationally), but remain the third highest rate for any county. 

· Despite the considerable improvement at county level, there remain some local EDs where still considerable parts of the adult population have primary education only. These are Mullyash (41.6%), Killynenagh (40.4%), Bragan (39.0%), Clones (36.0%) and Shanmullagh (34.9%). 

· The reverse applies with regard to third level education, which has more than doubled over the past 15 years. In 1991, 13.0% of the national adult population had completed third level education. This grew to 30.5% in 2006. The proportion of Monaghan’s population with third level education has grown from 8.3% to 21.6%, a growth which has remained considerably below that which has occurred nationally (13.3% compared to 17.4%). Within the county, and mirroring the incidence of low education, the proportion of adults with higher education in some areas, Castleblaney RD (18.1%) and Clones UD (18.6%) remains lower than is the case for, for example, Monaghan UD (24.9%), which has the highest levels of third level educational amongst its adult population. But overall, the differences are relatively small.

· Also mirroring the situation with regard to the higher incidences of low levels of education, there are particularly low shares of population with third level education in Bragan (7.3%), Mullyash (8.6%) and derrygorry (14.9%), with the first two falling below the 10% level.

Social Class Composition

· The changes in social class composition experienced throughout Ireland over the past 15 years largely parallels those in educational achievement, with a gradual increase in the number of professionals and an even greater decline in the proportion of semi- and unskilled manual workers. At the national level, the proportion of professionals in all classes rose from 25.2% in 1991 to 32.9% in 2006, whilst the proportion of the semi- and unskilled classes declined from 28.2% to 18.6% over the same period.

· In Monaghan, the proportion in the professional classes (28.8%) and the proportion in the lower skilled professions (21.5%) indicate a slightly more disadvantaged social class composition than is the case nationally. Differences in the social class composition within the county reflect those of educational attainment, with Monaghan RD having the highest composition (31.1% professionals, 17.6% semi- and unskilled manual classes), and  Carrickmacross UD having the lowest (24.1%professionals, 29.9%semi- and unskilled manual), but again, the differences are within a comparatively narrow spectrum.

· At ED level, the lowest levels in class composition are found in Clones Urban (20.3% professionals, 38.4% semi- and unskilled manual). 

Unemployment

· Unemployment rates throughout Ireland have broadly halved over the past 15 years. Female unemployment rates have tended to be slightly below male unemployment rates, but have not fallen at the same pace due to the increasing levels of female labour force participation (i.e. reflecting the trend of increased female participation in the labour force with more women registering their unemployed status). The male unemployment rate fell from 18.4% in 1991 to 8.8% in 2002, whilst the female unemployment rate fell from 14.1% to 8.1%.

· Unemployment rates for County Monaghan have fallen at a slower rate than the nationally prevailing ones in 2006 (-6.9% male / -5.4% female compared to -9.6% male / -6.0% female nationally), but remain slightly below the nationally prevailing rates in 2006 at 8.8% male unemployment and 8.1% female unemployment. 

· Below the county level, unemployment rates are higher in the four urban area (all just above 10%), but only between 6 and 8 per cent in the rural areas of the county.

· Unemployment rates in individual EDs reach slightly higher levels than those prevailing county wide, and are highest in Castleblaney Urban (20.7%m/14.7%f), and are followed by Carrickatee (12.8%m/6.4%f) and Clones Urban (12.6m/10.9f). Compared to unemployment blackspots in other counties, with the exception of Castleblaney Urban, these are of comparatively mild proportions.

Housing

· There has been a 2.3 percentage point decline in the proportion of local authority housing in Ireland over the past 15 years, from 9.8% in 1991 to 7.5% in 2006. The proportion in the Border region has remained unchanged at 7.1%, whilst Monaghan has seen a marginal decrease of under -0.2 percentage points, from 5.6% to 5.4%. Within County Monaghan, local authority housing is considerably higher in the four urban areas (around 9%), compared to the Monaghan rural area (less than 5%). 

· At ED level, the highest concentration of local authority housing is found in Ballybay Rural (12.9%), with all other concentrations falling below that level.

Religion

· Within the six Border Counties, Catholics account for 88.7% of the adult population. Other Religions account for 8.6%, whilst 2.7% state having no religion.

· Within County Monaghan, the proportions are 88.6%, 9.7% and 1.7% respectively, the second highest share in Other Religions throughout the six Border Counties.

· There are a number of EDs with notably higher shares in Other Religions, most of which are in Clones No.1 RD (21.8%), Monaghan RD (11.3%), Castleblaney RD (10.6%) and Monaghan UD (10.0%). 
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